Scholars and professionals rely upon formal communication mechanisms, such as journals, for access to work aimed at contributing to disciplines' knowledge bases. The extent to which journals succeed at achieving the goal of knowledge growth is an open question. While there are many 3 elements related to examination of journals and knowledge growth, the proposed study will focus on two in particular. A set of international journals will be identified and two modes of analysis will be applied: (1) authorship of articles within the journals will be examined to determine authorial affiliation and, if possible, authors' genders (the aim is to study whether institutional affiliation and gender reflects the profession at large and if there are implications for epistemological perspective, including reflection of standpoint epistemology); and (2) study of citations within articles in the set of journals to determine epistemic links between the articles' content and the cited works (especially those works appearing in the journal literature). One aspect of the second analysis will be examination of the subject areas of the cited journal literature to determine if authors are building upon work within LIS and/or drawing upon work in other disciplines.
Dear colleagues, this issue is the evidence of benefits and shortcoming of using the IFLANET facilities to widen our RTLISJ audience. You will remember that our Call for papers was put on IFLANET on 30 November 2000 and included in the December 2000 Newsletter as well. As a result we received several proposals for papers to be presented at the RT Open Meeting during the IFLA Boston General Conference.
In accordance with IFLA procedure by the 1 st February three papers were selected for the Open Meeting Programme. To our regret we are limited by the time allowed forpresentation, and as you all know that it is important to have sufficient time for a good discussion. That is why, since we were not able to satisfy all speakers we asked their consent to publish abstracts in our Newsletter. Here they are for your attention. It is interesting to know how people understood and interpreted the theme of our Boston meeting "How LIS Journals Create Knowledge". elements related to examination of journals and knowledge growth, the proposed study will focus on two in particular. A set of international journals will be identified and two modes of analysis will be applied: (1) authorship of articles within the journals will be examined to determine authorial affiliation and, if possible, authors' genders (the aim is to study whether institutional affiliation and gender reflects the profession at large and if there are implications for epistemological perspective, including reflection of standpoint epistemology); and (2) study of citations within articles in the set of journals to determine epistemic links between the articles' content and the cited works (especially those works appearing in the journal literature). One aspect of the second analysis will be examination of the subject areas of the cited journal literature to determine if authors are building upon work within LIS and/or drawing upon work in other disciplines.
The objective of the paper was to appraise the journal in the last five years and find out if it had served well, as the main resource base for LIS research in Africa. The citations in AJLAIS and three other journals published outside the continent (International Information Library Review, Information Development and Libri) but regularly used by African researchers for disseminating research findings were investigated with a view to identifying the frequency at which AJLAIS was consulted by researchers in Africa. The findings reveal that AJLAIS has performed creditably as a resource base for LIS research in Africa 3. Other papers abstracts presented in reply to "Call for papers".
We appreciate the interest of authors: 1). Maurice B. Line (One of first proposals, later recalled (withdrawn.)
Is the Library World Too Inward-Looking? An Exploration of the Contents of LIS Journals
LIS journals have changed their contents substantially over the last 10-20 years. They used to be largely about the mechanics of libraries -cataloguing, classification, book selection, etc. More recently they turned their attention to management. They have responded to the technological revolution by including many articles on the application of computers to the organisation of libraries, to access to resources in electronic form, and so on. Some papers have examined the role of libraries in a rapidly changing world, but many of them are written to defend libraries against perceived threats. We should be dealing more with their relationship to the wider world.
2). Debbie Rabina, Ph.D. , Bar Ilan University, Fax: 011-972-2-563-5302
In Loco JournaLIS: Filling the information needs of senior LIS professionals in Israel

Abstract
While the English speaking world is inundated with hundreds of professional journal in the field of library and information science, librarians in the non-English speaking world, are less fortunate. The problem is especially acute in smaller countries, where the target audience is often too small to make publication of professional journals financially feasible. It was therefore the goal of this study to examine how senior information professionals, in all types of libraries, keep abreast with the latest developments in their field. The study is comprised of two research methodologies. The first is a questionnaire distributed to senior information professionals in Israel. The questionnaire is meant to identify their information needs and their current means of satisfying them. Next, the questionnaire is followed by an in-depth personal interview between the researcher and the information professional. The research aims to both identify how the information needs of LIS professionals in non-English speaking countries are met, and to see whether a change occurred in their approach to meeting their own needs over time. 
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The author is a doctoral student in the School of Information Sciences, University of Pittsburgh. She is also the manager of the health sciences libraries and hospital archives for the Pittsburgh Mercy Health System. Her research interests include healthcare decision support systems, data mining, and consumer health informatics.
Knowledge Discovery in a Biomedical Bibliographic Database.
In addition, each issue features a theme planned by the editor, who invites practioners to write articles for the theme. This means that by planning the issues and commissioning articles, the magazine encourages information sharing while new trends are still developing. In this way the magazine also encourages members of the library community to form ties because it identifies librarians already working with the development of specific services by publishing articles written by them. Therefore the active role of the editor leads to further information sharing.
Within the realm of academic libraries, the international, peer-reviewed journal "Reference Services Review" has served as such a model. Since its launch over 25 years ago, and through its recent Internet delivery of articles through PDF and HTML formats, the journal has gained a broad following. Readers have commented on the value of the journal as follows: The importance of electronic transmission of articles, reference linking of footnotes, and establishing partnerships between journal publishers and subscription agents and information aggregators are important developments for helping journal content reach its intended population. This paper will discuss the value of disseminating article content electronically, the impact a journal can have on its readership, and the special role a journal has in helping libraries stay current and successfully fulfill their missions. 
Abstract
The ISI-produced Journal Impact Factor (JIF) is today the common instrument used to evaluate and rank international scientific journals in order to measure their impact in a given field. In spite of severe limits in the methodology used for in production, the JIF is the most common quantitative measure for positioning journals in the market and, consequently, also for the evaluation of research published in them. This JIF is used extensively by librarians for journal selection and weeding and by researchers as part of the evaluation of individual performance. For publishers -along with their own subscription data -the JIF normally serves as a basic quantitative measure to use for the evaluation of their product and for estimating its market position.
To move beyond the straightforward use of the JIF as the only (and dominant) instrument to measure the quality and value of international scholarly journals, the present investigation aims to introduce a new dimension in their evaluation: a quantitative analysis of how ¢international¢ they really are in their visibility and impact. Searching for additional indicators of quality and impact, the paper also suggests examining the dimension of ´knowledge export´ of each journal to other related disciplines. The indicators measure whether each journal has the scientific strength and impact to break through the traditional borders of the home field, and whether it can attract authors and citations from neighbouring disciplines. Interestingly enough, very little scientific investigation has been carried out to highlight the combined relationships between authors, readers, subscribers (and other possible actors) in the management of scientific journals as products approaching users in a global information market. The investigation focuses on the international characteristics and impact of a selection of seven core library and information science (LIS) journals. The sample is as follows:
